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THOSE GOOD PEOPLE 
NO BELIEYE IN THE PROPKIETY AND Abrieer * 3 


Ap ve INTEND To N 7 5 
The 25th of Feb. 1795, being the Day appointed by © 
| ROYAL PROCLAMATION, | > 
Fora general Faſt throughout the kingdom of dd th donning 
of Wineand the Town of Berwick upon Tweed.” 4 
Br WILLIAM axes; M. * 1 


Mun OF TRE Pint abdel Socigry rok n 
THE ABOLITION OF AER. 


£ tl a. r * 


Ye faſt for firife and debate, and to ſmile with A 6& of i 
Is not this the faſt that I have choſen? to looſe the bands of * 
wickedneſs, to undo the heavy burdens, e let the oppreſſed 

go free, and that ye break every yoke ? &c.  Is&1AK bv. 1 


A not unto men to faſt, but unto thy Facher who is in ſectet, | 1 
Love your enemies. Maxx. vi. 18. and v, 1k” 1 4 


Bleſs and curſe not. - . Rox. xn, 2 

We ought: to obey God rather than men, oe? Aers v. 29. pe 
| 4 Y N N: | 

| PRI TSU and $0LD by W. Tum 3 

Sold alſo by ]. 8. Jozpan, Fleet-ſtreet, London; P. Gzpos, Buryy |; 

B. FLOWER, Cambridge; J. Marcn, Norwich; 22 
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Pak ot 2 25 Fift ty Eighth C Chapter « of Taiah. 1 


| (Brsnoy Lovrn's TB ANSLATION. ) 


3 WIE REFORE have we faſted, and thou ſeeſt not? 

Have we afflicted our ſouls, and thou doſt not regard? 
Behold in the day of your faſting, ye enjoy your ple. ure ; 
And all your demands of labour ye rigorouſly exact. 


4 Behold, ye faſt for ſtrife and contention ; 
And to ſmite with the fiſt the poor, 

| Wherefore faſt ye unto me in this manner; 
To make your voice to be heard on high ? 


g Is ſuch then the · faſt which I chooſe; 
That a man ſhould afflict his ſoul for a day? 
1s it, that he ſhould bow down his head like a bulruſh ; 
And ſpread fackcloth and aſhes for his couch? 
Shall this be called a faſt, : 4, 


$I 
- 


And a day acceptable to Jenovan u N 


6 Is not this the faſt, which Icboole? Ft 85 8 = Ix 
To diſſolve the bands of wickedneſs ! 
To looſen the oppreſſive burthens.; 
To deliver thoſe that are cruſhed by violence 
And that ye ſhould break aſunder every yoke ? 


7 Is it not, to diſtribute thy bread to the hungry ; 
And to bring the wandering poor into thy houſe ? 
When thou ſeeſt the naked, that thou clothe him; 
And that thou hide not thyſelf from thine own fleſh ? 


8 Then ſhall thy light break forth like the morning ; 
And thy wounds ſhall ſpeedily be healed over: 

And thy righteouſneſs thall go before thee ; 

And the glory of IERHOVAR ſhall bring up thy rear, 


g Then ſhalt thou call, and JEroyan ſhall anſwer ; 
Thou ſhalt cry, and he fhall fay, Lo I am here ! 


>< oavte/ we — 2 — > — — & 
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Puft publiſbed, price 15. 
(the ſecond Edition with Additions) 
Reſlections on French Atheiſm and on Engliſh Chriſtianity, 
By WILLIAM RICHARDS. 
Printed and fold by W. Turner; fold alſo by J. S. Jordan, Fleet- 


L) 
; beet, London; ]. March, Norwich; B. Flower, Cambridge; P. Gedge, 
ry; and may be had of all other Bookſellers. 
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BR £:©ovs Faſts are countenanced in the N ew 


Teſtament. Jeſus Chriſt declared that his diſciples 
would faſt when he ſhould be taken away from them :* 
and we read that they actually did ſo.h Their faſting, 


however, does not appear to have been of a public na- 


ture. Public Faſts would not have accorded with their 


Divine Maſter's expreſs rule, Matt. vi. 16; &c. « When 
ye faſt, be not as the hypocrites, of a ſad countenance; * 
for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear 


unto men to faſt. But thou, when thou faſteſt, anoint 


thine head, and waſh thy face: that thou appear not 
unto men to faſt, but unto thy father who is in ſecret, * 
&c. Neither were thoſe faſts national faſts; for there 


was not in the world then, any more than now, à nas 
tion of chriſtians, or of ſincere diſciples and followers 


of Jeſus Chriſt. Nor yet, were they faſts obſerved in : 
conſequence, or by virtue of imperial, royal, or public” 


proclamation ; for the primitive chriſtians did. not con- 


ceive that religion appertained to the province of the 


civil magiſtrate, or, that the edicts and mandates of 


* 


carthly courts could have any degree of weight or 


force, when they went to dictate or preſcribe to them, 


* Mark ii. 20. Luke v. 35. f Add xiii, 2, 3 and xive 23, 


1 Cor. vii. Fo 


| i 3 510 related to 0 worſhip, or the direction ol 
W=their religious obſervances. The truth is, they abſo- 
3 lutely and uniformly refuſed all compliance with hu- 
3 man authority 1 in matters of religion: and this was, in 
fact, the main cauſe of the ſevere perſecutions and ſuf- 
| ferings which they underwent. Their religious faſts 
were never preceded, or accompanied by public pro- 
clamations: for that would have ſavoured too much 
of hypocritical parade, ſuperſtitious pomp and oſten- 
tation, to accord with the felf-denying precepts, the 
unaffected ſimplicity, and genuine ſpirit of the goſpel. 
To proclaim a faſt, would have been, in their eſtima- 
Bon, like biowing a trumpet to call all the world to 
VWitneſs and admire how very pious and devout they 
© were—than which nothing could have been further 
"from their inclinations, or more repugnant to their prin- 
eiples. Such a plan may well agree with the religion 
of antichriſt, but it is quite impoſſible to reconcile it 
| with the religion of the Apoſtles and primitive chriſ- 
tians. ** Come and ſee my zeal for the Lord of Hofts,” 
zs under the New Teſtament, as it was under the Old, 
the language of a hypocrite, and not of a good man.— 
7 Religious Societies, as well as civil magiſtrates, have 
often been too fond of publiſhing to the world, before 
hand, the faſts and other devotional exerciſes they were 
about to engage in. Of a very disfimilar complexion, 
and, doubtleſs, the offspring of quite another kind of 
ſpirit were the faſts obſerved by the primitive chriſti- 
*ans.—They were, in all probability, the private acts of 
devout individuals, and, ſometimes of whole ſocieties, 
whoſe religious exerciſes, and eſpecially thoſe of that 
kind, from the very ſtate and nature of primitive chriſ- 
tianity, could not be ſubject to public obſervation. 
When chriſtians faſt, their Divine Maſter forbids their 
Acting oſtentatiouſſy, or appearing unto men to faſt, 
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as chat is the characteriſtic of 3 but he en: on 
joins them to perform that ſervice privately, or, ſo 25 4 
not to appear unto men to faſt: and he poſitively al- 
ſures them, that their F ather who ſeeth in ſecret will "2 
reward them openly. Who will undertake to reconcile 
with this rule the modern political practice, or faſhion- ? 
able mode of faſting ; or to make it appear, that Jeſus 
Chriſt ever allowed his diſciples to faſt for blood, or 
for the purpoſe of curſing their enemies; and pray- 
ing that God would confound their devices and de: 
ſtroy them ?—Surely, it may be affirmed without rafſh-- 
neſs or preſumption, that to ſuch kinds of faſts the, 
New TESTAMENT no where affords any manner of | 
ſanction or countenance, = 

In the OL.D TESTAMENT, the inſtances of religious. 
faſts are pretty numerous: but the Old Teſtament is 
not a rule to chriſtians in this caſe. The inſtances 
however, which occur in that book are, in great part, 
if not moſtly of the hypocritical and diabolical kind, 
and therefore it will hardly be pretended that they are 
recorded for our example or imitation. 

If we attend to the period ſubſequent to the Baby- 
loniſh captivity, we ſhall not be able to meet with ſuch, 
proofs of the general prevalence of real virtue and true 
religion as will warrant a concluſion, that the faſts and 
other religious obſervances of that time were, for the 
moſt part, ſuch as met the approbation of the Deity, 
The repreſentation which Haggai and Malachi give of, 
the prevailing ſpirit of their times, is evidently unfa- 
vourable to ſuch a ſentiment. —In Zechariah's time, a 
viſible diſinclination for the ſervice of God too gene- 
rally appeared. The people were ready to ſay, with, 
thoſe of Malachi's time, „ Behold what a wearineſs is 


it?” They called out to the prieſts and prophets, fay-- ; | 


ing, Should I weep in the fifth month as I have done 
_— _ theſe - 
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theſe ſo many years d From men who had been fo | 


long uſed to faſt in a formal and hypocritical manner, 
till they had grown quite weary of it, ſuch language 
cannot be.deemed either ſtrange or unnatural, Ir was 
as much as to fay, Muſt we ſtill keep up our Jong-ac- 
cuſtomed fafts? or, Are theſe humiliating and weart- 
ſome exerciſes never to ceaſe ? In Ifaiah's time a ſome- 
What ſimilar ſpirit ſeems to have been prevalent— 

(vin. 3.) © Wherefore have we faſted, ſay they, and 
thou ſeeſt not? Wherefore have we afflicted our ſouls 


and thou takeſt no knowledge! “% God condeſcends 


to anſwer both the inquiries. To 1/aiah's queriſts he 
replies“ Behold in the day of your faſt you find 
* pleaſure, and exact all your labours Ve faſt for ſtrife 
and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickednels, 
c.“ And to'thole whom Zechariah mentions, He 
ſays, Did you at all faſt unto me, even unto me? 
ts. 7% ae 


* Chap. vii. 5. When God ſends the Prophet with this anſwer 


or meſſage, he bids him ſpeał to ALL THE PEOPLE of the land, and to 


the pr1ESTS: which ſeems evidently to imply, that the charge of not 


having faſted unto God, or of having faſted hypocritially, applied 


to the whole nation, not excepting the very pric/s themſelves. But 


why ſhould that order be fo particularly pointed out? Doubtleſs, 
' becauſe of their univerſal defection, and rooted antipathy to the pure 
worſhip of God, as well as their having too generally borne the ſame 
character in former days. Alt is very remarkable, and equally true, 
that in degenerate times, prieſts have always been among the fore- 
moſt to corrupt the divine ſervice and to ſupport that corruption; 
and, of courſe, to oppoſe every ſalutary and effectual reform. Not 
only the numerous prieſts of Baal, and of the Groves, are inſtances 
of this, but the ſame alſo may be ſaid even of thoſe of the Temple 
in the days of Jeremiah, and of Ezekel, as well as of Zechariah: not 
to mention other periods of the Old Teſtament hiſtory.— The ſame 
is known alſo to have been the caſe in the times of our Lord and 


his Apoſtles : the oppoſition to whoſe doctrine and cauſe, and the 


violent and bloody perſecutions raiſed againſt them, were chiefly 
excited and directed by the eee bigoted and intolerant 


prie its. 


. oo © | &t pop) wh — Mc and 
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= As much as to ſay, you have not at all faſted unto me? 
that is, you have not, in the leaſt, ſerved, or pleaſed, 

or glorified me by your faſts.— As there is the appeat> ; 

ance of a ſimilar ſpirit now exiſting and abounding in 


4 * * 
FA 
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this country, a reply very much of the ſame ſort,” in 


all probability, would be given to Britith queriſts, were 


the Deity now to condeſcend, aſter his ancient manner, 
to indulge them with a aaf 


If we turn our attention to the time of the Babyloniſh 


captivity, we can diſcover, in general, but the bare 
form of godlinels, without its ſpirit and power. — That 


the Faſts held during that period were, generally, for- 


mal and e e obſervances, may be inferred from | 
thoſe memorable words of God by Zechariah (vii. 3, 6. 


which have been, in part, already quoted—* When 


ye faſted and mourned, in the fifth and ſeventh months 


2 1 | (laid 


prieſts of thoſe 70 s. Under the n tao, it ĩs 7 o 
enemies prieſts were to the croſs of Cheiſt, and what oceans of in- 


nocent blood have been ſhed by their inſtigation. Nay, even in our 


own country, and that fince it has borne the name of Proteſtant, 
my riads of honeſt and pious men have fuffered moſt ſeverely, from 


the relentleſs oppoſition, * infernal intrigues of a perſecuting and 


blood- thirſty prieſthood, Would to God it might be truly ſaid, that 
we have amongſt us at this preſent time none of that order who with 
to ſee the ſeverities of former days revived, and unſparingly exer- 


ciſed upon their nonconforming neighbours. —Appearances, it muſt 


be owned, have been thought, for ſometime, pretty ſtrongly to in- 


dicate, that the bitterly and violently intolerant among tae Clergy 


are neither few nor feeble, Others, however, among them are, cer- 
tainly, of a very different deſcription : and theſe ought to he ſincere» 
ly nd highly reſpected. Their mild and benevolent ſpirit muſt, 
indeed, be imputed to the influence of foreign principles, and not 
to any thing that properly appertains to their hierarchy, which is 


well known to have been always incurably intolerant and oppreſſive. | 


In ſhort, theſe worthy men appear to have fo far learned Chriſt as 
to imbibe a good degree or portion of his meck and benign ſpirits 


in ſpite of the contrary tendency of'x the hierafchy or clini NEST 


to which they belong. 
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Flats were of old, almoſt always, ſhockiffFly DOG, 


* oa 
ES 


* 


Fe ae even bete ſeventy years, did ye at al. 


 "faft unto me? And when ye did eat, and when ye did 
drink, did ye not eat for yourſelves, and drink for 
' Fourlelves ?” 80, it ſeems, that whatever they did in 
. religion, whether faſting or feafting, it was all one and 
the ſame thing to thema mere ſelfiſh, ſenſual, for- 
mal, and hypocritical buſineſs. Are our annual Faſts, 


3 or annual Feaſts ee for iutapee any thing 


better ? 


When God ſays „ even thoſs Cy years,” he 


8 points out their ſhocking depravity and im. 
peniteney, in the mean time; which even their long 
and ſevere captivity had not e ed or removed. 
And can we ſay that our national depravity and im- 


penitency are leſs than theirs? or, that our national 


_ diſaſters (during the American and preſent war) have 
produced- any falutary effects upon our national cha- 


ra&er, in making us more thoughtful, juſt, or virtu- 


os If not, can chere be any likelihood, or proba- 
bility, that the enſuing Faſt will be obſerved in a bet - 


ter manner than our former ones, or be conducive of 


more advantage? Rather, is it not too probable that 


it will be indged a new crime, and a new curſe, in ad- 
dition to that long and diſmal catalogue which al- 


ready threateag.aus with certain and ſwift deſtruction. 
The tore-mentioned queſtion, * Did yo at all 
faſt unto me, EVEN thoſe ſeventy years? feen alſo to 
imply, that previouſly as well · as ſubſequently to that 


had ſaid, Did you faſt unto me, even during your cap- 
tivity; (that trying ſeaſon, ſo well adapted to lead ta 
ſerious reflection and repentance:) much leſs at other 
times; that is before and fince that periad Upon the 
whole, it ſeems to appear from hence, that national 


and 


* 


period, that was, if poſſible, füll leſs the.caſe : As if he 
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And "INT ever obſerved in 2 manner 
God or profitable to mankind. And are this flies 


the trying ſeaſon, and under the ſevere eircun 


and that he diſapproves our condu@? 
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mended ſince? Or, 1s the general thirſt for blood and _ © 
vengeance, ſo viſible now in this country, any indica- 
tion, that the obſervance of the approaching Faſt will 
be either pleaſing to the Deity, or truly beneficial to 
the nation? If the jews faſted hypocritically duging 


of their captivity, 1s it leſs likely, that we ſhould do & - 
at this ſeaſon, and under our preſent circumſtances > - 


| Nay, is it not exceedingly probable, if not quite cer- 


tain, that we ſhall now, once more, incur the © 
and guilt of religious hypoctiſy, and ſolemn noch * 


If ſo, our approaching national ſolemnity preſents to 


dr but a very gloomy and melancholly ptoſpect. 


Deſtitute of inward piety, or the religion of the 


heart, as the bulk of the jews evidently were during oe 
thoſe wer, n 2 never —_— have a- 


at leaſt, every year: ek in fevs *. i cuntes : 
to 140 national Faſts. Yet at nene Gulf hoſe times 
had they faſted wnro God, or after a Godly Tort : that 5 
is, in a truly ſineeg d acceptable manner. 5 
The Fafts 1 & the taptifEwere likewiſe, it 
ſhould ſeem, in general, of the ſame Qtſcription. They 


were evidently fo in Feremiab's time, (ſee ch. xiv, and 


XXXV1.) as _ as that of Iſaiah. The latter is very. 


particular an d,cxpreſs in deſcribing, as ſuch, thoſe 


which were rved 1 in his day : (ch, lil.) By his ac- 


% | 1 
And is there not too much reaſon to fear that the ſame will ap 
ply to our own na 
war at leaſt? Th 


ty, certainly, cannot be ſaid-to have heard our 


prayers, or granted the petitions we have preferred to him at thoſe £ ; 


times : and does not that ſeem to indicate that we are in the wrong, 


count, 


zonal faſts, during the American and the wel 0 


. 


—— 2 —2— — — SHES 
* ny: 


- _ - mom <2 4 a 
2 — A „ I I In „ 


* —— — — 


een 520 1 Dt. oe —— - . woes ih: es 2 id 
——_ " ” 
<4 IB 7m mt, 2 — G 


— — 

r * R * WW ? 2 77 7 7 

P ˙ A YET OE Q TEE BY 
. , 


. Vs bt ada 4 "as — — 


* * * — * _ — — 
1 ˙³ ow met om op prom, to mo ar we orngy wr wo amt 
1 Py 


— 
- 


» % 8 . CIT Tn ** * 2 * * 5 r * N * b 28 * * 1 * n 1 6 4 
* 2 2 I 4 a 2 4 \ . hy » 3 x Ty 
r Ba YO TY * * * TAS N * * . "Os : 
g Wo > cc 305 A 1 l p 
[ 4 08 ** 35 # ; 1 * p > d 5 R \ 
* 3 7 * 
2 1 * * o : g 2 
= » 4 | : ; | 
c 7 . = * 
N % X . . a 4 _ , ky 4 . 
5 | - 4 N # , I O j 
© 4 \ 4 5 ; v * ; * * - 
4 (1 , 7 = 
* 
= i 


3 count, though the worſhippers uſed, at ſuch times, to 
afflict their ſouls for a day, bow down their heads as 
u bulruſh, and ſpread ſackloth and aſhes under them, 


(which, by the bye, was much more than is uſually 


done, at ſuch ſeaſons, by chriſtian nations) yet they 


relinquiſhed none of their pleaſures and luxuries; nor 


did they abandon or forſake any of their criminal and 


oppreſſive practices; but took ſpecial care to retain, 
to the full, the cruel ſervitude of che poor, and to exact 
all their labours.— They were, in fact, men of much 
the ſame temper and caſt with our modern advocates 


for the ſlave. trade, and the execrable european war- 


fyſtem. In ſhort, their Faſts were “ for ſtrife and de- 


hate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs, &c.“ 


It can, therefore, be no wonder, that they ſhould prove 


a curſe, inſtead vf a bleſſing to them. Let modern 
nations beware that their faſts come not under the ſame 


deſcription.It is certain that no faſts can be of any 
real avail now, any more than in Ifaiah's time, if men 


be not inclined to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to un- 


do the heavy burdens, to let the oppreſſed go free, and 


break every yoke: to deal their bread to the hungry, 


to afford ſhelter to the houſeleſs, and competent cover- 


ing to the naked. This is the very line of conduct, and 
theſe the very actions, of which the Deity exprefily ſaid 


of old, Is not this the fa? which J have choſen ?”— 


How can Britons expect to reap real or ſubſtantial be- 
nefit from public taſts, or any other religious formali- 
ties, while they appear to delight ſo, much in war 
While the ſyſtem of Oriental pillage is not abandoned 
While the African Slave commerce is encouraged— 


While the poor hapleſs negroes, in the Weſt Indies, 


are retained in rigorous and cruel bondage, without the: 
moſt diſtant hope of deliverance or emancipation and 


While our own ſtarving poor are daily multiplying at 


a moſt 


- + 


COM 
A moſt alarming rate, and that, uke our adopting 
or contriving any effectual meaſure for their relief, or 1 
applying any ſure remedy for their a and You = 
ing ſufferings ? | 

In treating of the public Faſts 1 endet the Old Tefta-. 
ment, one cannot well omit or overlook that ever me- 
morable and-ſolemn Faſt obſerved in the reign. of the 
renowned king Anas, and recorded in the twenty firſt 
chapter of the firſt book of kings : eſpecially, as the 
potentates and ſtateſmen of modern Europe, otherwiſe 
called Chriſtendom, {cem-for the moſt part, to have taken 


that as their model on fimilar occafions.—Never, per- 


haps, were public Faſts carried to a higher pitch of 
courtly refinement, or to a greater degree of political 
perfection, than in the reign of this ſame king Ahab, 
and under the direction of his intriguing, artful, and 
enterpriſing queen JEZEBEL.. The ſtory briefly, and 
in ſubſtance, is as follows, — King Ahab, at a certain 
time, took a great liking to the eſtate or inheritance-of 
one of his neighbours, and conceived a very ſtrong and 
violent deſire to obtain poſſeſſion of the ſame : a caſe 


by no means uncommon among modern, and even 


chriſtian princes. The'name of the perſon whoſe pa- 
trimony king Ahab ſo violently coveted was N ABoTH z 
who, not happening to be at all diſpoſed to part with 
it, flatly, and rather unceremoniouſly rejected the king's 
propoſal ; although expreſſed in a ſtyle far more mo- 
derate and conciliating than has been generally uſed 
among princes. At this unexpected and mortifying 
refuſal, his majeſty was ſo very terribly chagrined, that 
he actually fell ill, took to his bed, and ſeemed to have 
formed the reſolution of ſtarving himſelf to death. So 

unaccuſtomed was he to have his royal will thus reſiſted, 
and ſo unable to bear any contradiction or oppoſition. 


trom his ſubjects, that his preſence of mind and forti- 
tude 


KY n 3 » 4% * HSA * > "= 2006 Cunt W 
2 * * N r * a 8 
5 R ; 4 ; 
* ; s 
* % „ 
J \ —_ . 
" * ” 
. 


i2 } 


2 tude entirely forſook him on this occaſion, and 8 W 

© peared quite confounded, and totally at a loſs what 

EZ courſe to purſue. The ſagacious and beloved partner 

of his throne, however, was not fo eaſily caſt down or 
diſconcerted. No ſooner was ſhe made acquainted 

= with her royal conſort's diſappointment and vexation, 

© than ſhe took up the matter in good earneſt, and ſoon 

hit upon an expedient which could not fail of WO 
to his majeſty his former health and cheerfulneſs ; and, 


withal, of procuring him the quiet and cheap poſſeſſion 
of the inheritance of Naboth.—Having deliberately 


formed her plan, the queen, forthwith, ſent letters to 


certain placemen, or retainers of the Court, all of the 
right Reeveſian ſtamp; an order of men always de- 
voted to the pleaſure and intereft of their ſuperiors, 


and ready at the ſhorteſt notice to do all their dirty 
work. Theſe, moreover, dwelt in Jezreel, where Na- 


both refided, and ſo were the more proper to be em- 
ployed on this occaſion. They were, in fact, what 


might be called, The Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen 


of the place, or, perhaps with ſtill greater propriety, . 
the members of the high Court of Juſticiary for that 
part of the kingdom. The queen's letters were writ- 
ten in the king's name, and contained a royal procla- 
mation for a public faſt: the pretence for which ſeemed 
to be, that both the Church and Monarchy were in dan- 
ger; and the Deity, it is probable, was to be ſolemn 


4 | invoked to preſerve both. On that ſolemn and me- 


morable day, a numerous high church mob, or, in 


other words, a great multitude of the friends of Church 
and King being collected, poor Naboth was to be ap- 
prehended and brought to his trial, under a charge of 
high treaſon, of the moſt aggravated deſcription, or, 
as the ſacred hiſtorian expreſſes it, of having blaſphem- 
ed God and the King. The minds of the people hav- 


we 


© #3 ) "= 
ing been ſufficiently alarmed and inflamed, by thoſe © 


vile, thorough-paced court-agents, and two ſons of . © 


Belial, or falſe witneſſes being ſuborned, poor Naboth vr 
was eaſily found guilty of blaſphemy againſt God and 
the King, or, of being an enemy to Church and State, 
(a downright atheiſt, republican, and leveller, no doubt? 
and immediately ſtoned to death. Tydings of this 
tragical, but pleaſing event, were immediately diſpateh< 7 
ed to the queen: And it came to paſs, (fays the fa- 
cred hiſtorian) when Jezebel heard that Naboth was 
ſtoned, and was dead, that Jezebel ſaid to Ahab; Ariſe; 
take poſſeſſion of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezree- 
lite, which he refuſed to give thee for money: for 
Naboth is not alive, but dead.” He, accordingly, went: 
and took poſſeſſion : but it proved in the end, both to 
him and his queen, and even to all his family, a moſt 
fatal acquiſition. And it remains upon record, as 4 
moſt inſtructive and awful leſſon to all ambitious and 
rapacious rulers. It proves alſo, the very high anti- 
quity of political and hypocritical faſts, and that it asz 
by no means, a new or ſtrange thing, for courtiers and 
ſtateſmen to convert ſome of the moſt ſolemn parts of 
religion into court - craft and ſtate- tricks, in order the 
more effectually to blind the people, and give an un- 
fuſpictous, and even a ſanctimonious appearance to the 
moſt unjuſtifiable and atrocious proceedings. We 
need look no further than Rvss1a, for proofs and ex- 
amples of Jezebel's policy being ſtill held in no mean 
eſtimation, and even, of its being cloſely adhered to, 
and ſtrictly obſerved in the moſt extenſive/empire upon 
earth. Would to God, no indications of a fimilar po 
licy were difcoverable nearer home.—Her facred and 
excellent majeſty, our great and good ally, the empreſs 
of all rhe Ruſſias, (the ſupreme head of the Mufcovitez 
if not of the whole Greek church) cloſed her late-ſuc- 
ceſsful, 
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F ceſsful, but unjuſt and bloody war againſt the Turks by 
the appointment and obſervance of a day of ſolemn 
thankſgiving to God, for the ſignal victories with which 
he had vouchſafed to crown her imperial arms. One 
of thoſe victories was obtained at T/mael, on the 22d. of 
Dec. 1790, under the conduct of her renowned and 
favourite general Suwarrow. The place was taken by 
ſtorm; and the garriſon, whole bravery merited (and 
would have received from the atheiſtical French) the 
moſt favourable and honourable terms, were maſſacred 
IN COLD BL9oD, to the amount of upwards of 30,000 
men; and the place was given up to the unreſtrained 
fury of the Ruſſian ſoldery. The moſt horrid outrages 
were perpetrated on the innocent and defenceleſs in- 
habitants, and the conduct of the chriſtian conquerors 
was more that of a horde of cannibals than of a civi- 
lized people. Was not this a very proper occaſion for 
chaunting Te Deum, and obſerving a day of ſolemn 
thanſgiving to God? This ſame Syuwarroz the chriſtian 
general of a chriſtian empreſs, now commands in Poland, 
and has actually deſtroyed 30,500 of that unoffending, 
people (3,000: of whom were defenceleſs women and 
children, in the ſpace of twenty two days. The ſhock- | 
ing maſſacre of Yar/aw will ſtamp eternal infamy on 
his deteſtable name, and on that of his execrable em- 
ployer. Praga, a populous ſuburb of that city was 
taken by ſtorm ; 5,000 Poles fell in the aſſault: about 
nine o'clock at night, and ten hours after all reſiſtance 
had ceaſed, the victors ſet fire to the town, and began | 
to butcher the inhabitants: The fick and wounded 
periſhed in the flames ; the reſt, old men, women and 
children, fell by the 8 Nine thouſand (ſome ſay 
11, ooo) perſons, of every age, and of either ſex, are 
computed to have fallen in this horrid maſſacre. Was 
not this, likewiſe, a very proper occaſion for the victors 
| | k 8 | 
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to congratulate themſelves on their ſuccels, 154 to oh ? I 
ſerve a day of ſolemin thankſgiving to God, and to fing 
Te Deum to him for the ſame ?—Be that as it may, 


it appears that they actually did fo. On the arrival of _ | 


the bloody news at Peterſburg, a day of ſolemn thankſ- 
giving to God was appointed, when Te Deum was joy- 
fully chaunted, and the Deity confidently and deyoutly _ 
invoked to continue to grant to her imperial majeſty 
ſimilar tokens of his favour !—Shortly after this abomi- 
| nable ſcene was cloſed, the northern Jezebel received 
the congratulations of the German emperor, and the 
king of Pruſſia ; both of whom appeared to be in rap- 
tures with the tydings of her glorious atchievements 
at Warſaw and other parts of Poland :—a clear proof 
that their ſouls are in perfect uniſon with hers, in every 
thing that is baſe, vile, and diabolical. If Britons are 
capable of bluſhing at their abſurd and fooliſh partialit7 
for their allies, in iieferenilh to the atheiſtical and de- 
mocratical French, this will furniſh them with a fair 
opportunity ſo to do: for the king of Pruſſia, and the 
emperor of Germany, as well as che empreſs of Ruſſia, 
are of the number of our great and good allies, "and 
even the very chief of them. 51 
The wars of modern Europe are, for the moſt part, 
much like the fighting matches of our Engliſh Pugi- 
liſts : only they are on a larger ſcale ; and being ſo, 
they ought to be held in greater deteſtation, as their 
pernicious effects muſt be far more extenſive and dread- 
ful. Their very principle too is evidently more vile 
and deteſtable. What renders them ſtill more hateful 
is the trick of connecting religion with them, by the 
obſervance of faſt days, &c. which is attempting to 
unite what God had put aſunder: for it may be very 
i truly ſaid, that where war begins, religion (che chriſtian 
at leaſt) ends. —Had Mendoza, and NE and Big 
8 | Ben 


115 * 


= Ben ol the reſt of that order . 8 into their heads "N 
do introduce faſt days or thankſgiving days, as appen: 
5X dages to their barbarous and brutal profeſſion, all ſe- 
rious and virtuous men would have viewed the meaſure 
with horror. But it is, certainly, no leſs horrible and 
abominable in the other caſe, hard as it. may be to con- 
vince moſt men of it. 
Religion has been too often fadly. deg aded, and 
rendered ſubſervient to the unworthieſt and vileſt of 
Purpoſes. With courtiers it is ſeldom any thing elſe A 
but a piece of political machinery to promote their own . -? 
| perverſe and crooked deſigns, of which the prayers *' 
drawn up in time of war by public authority, are ſuf- 
ficient proofs. In theſe the people are taught to call 
their enemies atheiſts, apoſtates, men of reprobate 
minds, and other bad names, and to wiſh for their de- 
ſtruction: (a moſt chriſtian conduct, no doubt !) And 
that too, in the very moments of the deepeſt ſelf-abaſe- 
ment, or when they are ſuppoſed to have humbled. 
themſelves before God, in order to obtain pardon of _ 
their ſins, and to avert the heavy judgments which 
their manifold provocations have moſt juſtly deſerved ! ? 
Nay, and even at a time when they are profeſſing - 
chriſtian charity, and talking of humbly interceding 
with God for thoſe very enemies! Is not this ſomething Þ 
like fulfilling that ſcripture which ſaith, Out of the 
ſame mouth proceedeth bleſſing and curſing ?” Let us 
not forget that it immediately follows, © Theſe things 
ought not to be ſo.—Doth a fountain ſend forth at the 
fame place {ſweet water and bitter?“ 
May the Supreme Ruler of the univerſe reſtore to 
us and to all nations the ineſtimable bleſſing of pzAcE : 
and may he haſten the long promiſed period when man- 
kind ſhall beat their ſwords into plow-ſhares, and their 
ſpears info pruning hooks; and when they ſhall learn be 
war no more. FIx Is, Vit GMIEBĩ. 13, 1795. 
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